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Now is the time for us to act
Across our planet we gathered to honor
By Kristi Denham
I was honored to be asked to speak at the dignity and integrity of all people. We do
the Women’s Rally in Redwood City on Jan. not value walls. We work together to build
21. Since then, I have been connecting with bridges of understanding and service and
many of you and those in our wider com- acknowledge our shared values.
Every world religion was founded by
munity who want to do all that we can to
serve the love and justice our faith proclaims. teachers and prophets who stood for compassion and justice. We do not
I am encouraged. That
need to simply tolerate each
encouragement gives me the
other; rather we are invited to
strength to encourage you.
respect and honor each other.
Together we can “be the
We have worked together
church” as Jesus calls us to
on the Peninsula side-by-side
be: “‘Lord, when was it that
with people of many differwe saw you hungry and gave
ent faith traditions – Muslims
you food, or thirsty and gave
and Jews and Hindus and
you something to drink? And
Buddhists, Catholics, Protwhen was it that we saw you
estants, Evangelicals and
a stranger and welcomed you,
Mormons.
or naked and gave you clothThe Peninsula Multiing? And when was it that
faith Coalition just held its
we saw you sick or in prison
Fifth Annual Martin Luther
and visited you?’ And Jesus
will answer them, ‘Truly I Kristi at Jan. 21 march King Day of Service Jan. 16.
More than 24 faith houses
tell you, just as you did it
from every world religion
to one of the least of these,
my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.’” gathered to work beside each other to help
our community grow stronger. We learn
(Matthew 25:37-40)
Martin Luther King Jr. said, “The arc of from one another and inspire each other. It
history is long but it bends toward justice.” is an amazing event, but now we are asked
May now be the time that we move toward to do more.
What unites us is our common committhe achievement of justice and love, so that
together we can turn the tide from fear and ment to justice and love. We need to draw
totalitarianism, from violence and greed, from the energy of that shared experience to
toward the caring and oneness, the unity and carry us forward in the work that lies ahead.
May we choose to remember our cominterconnectedness that will allow all of life
mon humanity.
on this planet to prosper.
If Muslim neighbors are targeted, I plan
This nation has a dark and shadowed
past, but its values and the good it proclaims to put on a hijab and stand beside them as
cannot be extinguished. We are facing our Muslim. If they are forced to register, I will
shadow now and in shining a light upon it register with them.
If my immigrant neighbors are targeted,
~ the greed and racism, the homophobia
and xenophobia, the Islamophobia and I plan to be an advocate and provide a Safe
misogyny that have plagued our world for Haven in my congregation for them, as I
too long ~ we can finally begin to claim our know many of our faith houses are plantrue birthright as children of the Universe, ning to do.
If a woman is targeted, as I have been in
as children of God.

February 2017
Liturgy Themes
and Scriptures

Feb. 5 ~ Women’s Sunday;
Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 112:1-10; I
Corinthians 2:1-16; Matthew 5:1320.
Feb. 12 ~ Evolution Sunday;
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm
119:1-8; I Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37.
Feb. 19 ~ Expanding Boundaries; Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18; Psalm
119:33-40; I Corinthians 3:10-11,
16-23; Matthew 5:38-48.
Feb. 26 ~ Transfiguration Sunday
with Rev. Thomas Crosby;
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter
1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9.
the past, she will not stand alone.
Maya Angelou’s powerful poetry whispers in my ear:
“You may write me down in history
		
With your bitter, twisted lies.
You may trod me in the very dirt,
		
But still, like dust, I’ll rise!”
Now is our time to rise! Now is our time
to remember we are part of something so
much bigger than ourselves. Our planet is
depending on us to end the insane history
of rape and pillage that has dominated our
human story. We were born for this time. We
cannot fail. We must not fail.
There may be dark roads ahead. Remember the candle shining in your heart.
Remember the circle of love and justice
that surrounds you. You are not alone. We
are never alone. Reach out for support when
you need it. Build on the communities of
connection you already have. Start letterwriting groups, prayer groups. Find others
to share the work with you.
Now is our time to rise!

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation valuing everyone’s race, ethnicity,
gender, sexual orientation, age, class, physical and mental abilities.
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Parish
Personals . . .
Peter Cross continues to recover slowly
from the stroke that immobilized him
months ago. He has challenges ahead but
dearly loves visits. Prayers continue to surround him and Margaret as well in this time
of change.
Brenda Garner is home at Lesley Terrace,
using a walker, and getting help twice a day
with her mobility challenges after her weeks
at Carlmont Gardens Rehab for her broken
thigh bone. She is doing remarkably well all
things considered. Prayers for a full recovery
are most welcome.
Ursula Jorgensen and Oksana DiRico’s
mom, Daria Tscherpenko, took a fall and has
broken her arm. She has several infections
that have made stabilizing her condition
difficult. Prayers for her that she will grow
strong enough to move to a rehab facility and
begin a full recovery process. And prayers
for Ursula and Oksana as they walk with her
through this difficult time.
Deja Ramos’s back went out a couple of

February
Birthdays
Feb. 2
		
Feb. 5
Feb. 6
		
Feb. 8
Feb. 11
		
Feb. 12
Feb. 13
		
Feb. 14
Feb. 17
Feb. 18
Feb. 21
Feb. 22
Feb. 25
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
		
Feb. 28

Mike Venturino,
David Salgado
Romeo Linares
Erika Mannie,
Alex Medwid
Belinda Sims
Michelle Shirakura,
Gabriel Denham
Jane Fernald
Daniela Salgado,
Gunwoo Kim
Rose Whitmore
Paul Canavero
Katarina Canavero
Collin Lucette
John McKenzie
David Steinhauer
Andrew Altofer
Veronica Palmer,
Danielle Chamberlin
Elizabeth Nordt

weeks ago and eventually caused so much
pain she could not move. Steve says she is
finally on the mend. Healing prayers continue to surround her.
Donna Stanger is home and continuing
to regain her strength as she figures out how
to stop falling. Angela Lopez has moved in
to help her some. She continues her studies
at SFSU and returns on Thursday nights to
help with Youth Group. Prayers that we’ll
see them both in church soon.
Mike Venturino had back surgery Jan. 25
and is already back to singing with the choir.
Prayers that he follows doctor’s orders and
takes it slow for a few weeks! And prayers
for Micki as she tries to rein him in!

Betty Pex continues in our prayers as she
deals with post-polio syndrome, a large hematoma on her leg, and shingles. It is all so
overwhelming. We send her healing prayers
and our blessings and cards to remind her of
our love and God’s presence.
John Brooke reports that daughter Suzi
is recovering very well from her extensive
shoulder surgery and expects to be back to
work within a few weeks.
Elizabeth Mye injured her foot on vacation in January and will have surgery in the
next few weeks. Prayers for her and for Noor
and Emma who will have to pick up the work
load at home.

Kristi poses with a friend at the
Women’s March in Redwood City Jan.
21 where she spoke, Joan Baez sang
and many CCBers marched.

To go to the Congregational Church of Belmont web site, click on CCB.

The Messenger February 2017

Love is in the air thanks to
kids’ Candy-grams fundraiser
By Ursula Jorgensen
Director of Christian Education
By now you have seen the middle
school kids campaigning for their newest
fundraiser, Candy-grams, for individuals
and families with proceeds helping fund
the new space they will share downstairs.
What you may not have seen is the love and
community support that this has generated.
Jacob Linares is spending his own
money to buy four Grams for his family!
Kendall, Emma and Kailey are all gearing
up to bake the grams for pick up on Feb. 12.
The Thornhill family has donated a new flat
screen TV and countless hours to the project.
Garrett House pitched in with painting, and
Micki Carter is helping us recycle as many
Rummage Room supplies as possible. Gary
provided a DVD player needed for lessons.
By the end of January, the kids raised
more than $200. This will fund the paint,
seating, and new décor of their tweendesigned space. Even more priceless are
the lessons of service, faith, generosity
and reduce-reuse-recycle this project has
engendered. In the end this has been a show
of love and respect by the congregation and
the council to say not only that we welcome
teens but that this is their home.

Kid’s Korner Pray-ground!

Teens are not the only ones getting a
space of their own. The Sanctuary now
has a growing kid-friendly corner for those
that believe in movement during worship!
The mats are available to build on the hard
wood floor and help muffle some sounds but
encourage play.
Books, blankets and dry-erase activity
pages are also included in the Family Prayground. If you have anything you would like
to donate to this area contact me at ursyi@
comcast.net and please help us keep this
corner in shape for weekly usage.

The more the merrier!

With events like Family Fun Day on
April 1 and CCB Summer Vacation Day
Camp Aug. 7-11, it is going to be a great
year. Come join us for our next Board of
Christian Education meeting Feb. 12, after
service.
We’ll discuss both events and explore
how to make them fun for us and welcoming to the community beyond our doors.
All ideas are welcome. Collaboration is the
foundation of all great accomplishments.

Contemplating spiritual growth
in Adult Education book group
By Paul Anderson
We are reading Diana Butler Bass’s
Christianity for the Rest of Us to deepen
our understanding of spiritual disciplines.
We have explored hospitality, discernment,
healing, contemplation, testimony, diversity,
justice, worship, reflection and beauty.
Bass writes, “Each congregation (that
she studied) had asked two questions that
sparked deep change: Who are we? What is
God calling us to do? They discovered a re-

newed sense of identity and a clear purpose
in serving the world. They experienced a
change of heart that transformed their communal understanding of whom God had
made them to be.”
We’re hoping to discover one or more
disciplines that we might work on individually or collectively that will help us grow and
clarify our purpose. You are welcome to join
us – our final meeting on this book will be
on Feb. 12, at 9 a.m. in the Dining Room.

Time to register for
summer camps at
Cazadero and Tam
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It is already time to start thinking about
summer camps for children entering fourth
grade through high school with the Northern
California Nevada Conference of the UCC.
To register check in at https://ncncucc.
org/yomc/ by Feb. 28 for early-bird pricing.
Camp Cazadero is located outside
Guerneville in Sonoma County. Camp Caz
has electricity and hot and cold water in each
cabin, a big lodge and meeting areas. Food
is cooked by the management staff. There is
a big field for sports, a dancing/game slab, a
fire bowl, vesper point and pool in the midst
of a mixed redwood, pine and broadleaf
forest that provides the backdrop for life
changing experiences.
Camp Tamarack is in the high Sierra,
east of Fresno. When the snow melts at over
7,000 feet, a rustic Camp Tam is revealed.
Shared cooking gives everyone an opportunity to take a turn helping the cooks prepare
meals for the group. Tent cabins, a lodge, fire
bowl, worship area, big field, lakes close by,
and propane lighting make for an amazing,
close time.
The weeks at camp vary, but they typically include small-group discussions on a
scripture-based theme for the week; a Talent/No Talent Show for campers to show
off their skills, skits, jokes or none-of-theabove; daily evening worship services; hiking; swimming; games and sports; crafts;
and dance parties
Each week is an opportunity to praise and
explore our Still Speaking God, nature and
creation and friends both familiar and new.
The conference offers a payment plan
for those who need more time to pay for
camp. CCB offers camperships, a scholarship specifically to come to camp! Speak
to Pastor Kristi. The Conference also has
a small campership fund. For information
about an NCNC campership, call registrar
Joy Davis at 510-247-8995 or email to joy@
ncncucc.org.

Vacation Bible School to return Aug. 7-11.
To go to the Congregational Church of Belmont web site, click on CCB.

4 The Messenger February 2017

Words of thanks
from groups who
benefitted from
Chocolate Fest
The Social Action Funds were distributed to several organizations in December.
Half the income raised from Chocolate Fest
went to several service organizations. Here,
in part, are responses of gratitude from four
of them:
From Home & Hope Executive Director
Meg Clark: “Thank you for your support
of Home & Hope! Your gift of $2,000 will
allow us to provide homeless families with
not only food and shelter, but with hope and
stability as we partner with them to overcome devastating circumstances.”
From Samaritan House Chief Executive
Officer Bart Charlow: “It warms my heart
when we receive a gift from a generous supporter that allows us to say yes to one more
struggling family or individual who comes
to Samaritan House for help…Thank you
for your gift of $1,400.”
From Second Harvest Food Bank Chief
Executive Officer Kathryn Jackson: “I
was thrilled to see your gift come through
($1,400) because it means we can provide
additional meals to struggling families.
You’re giving these families much more than
meals this holiday season though — you are
also giving them hope.”
From Every Dollar Feeds Kids Financial Secretary Lucinda Ray: “Thank you
so much for your church’s generous gift of
$750 in support of Every Dollar Feeds Kids.
Your generous donation will provide hot,
nourishing school lunches, complete with
a vitamin and fresh fruit, for kids in and
around Cuernavaca, Mexico. The world’s
economy has impacted us all, and as usual,
those with the least have suffered the most.
Poor families in Mexico continue to wake
up and go to bed hungry. And hungry kids
don’t learn well…Your gift will fund almost
1,282 meals.”

February’s Special Offering to
assist work of Home & Hope
By Paul Anderson
Social Action Board
Home & Hope’s mission is to provide
a safe haven for homeless families while
at the same time helping them regain independence. They do this through a network
of 1,400 volunteers from 34 congregations,
including CCB, throughout San Mateo
County.
On a rotating basis, some of the congregations provide space (not CCB) and
others provide related support (CCB). Our
next opportunities are Monday, March 6,
and Wednesday, March 8, at Hope Lutheran

Church in San Mateo. Watch for the SignUpGenius link or let Pastor Kristi know you are
interested in volunteering. Even children can
participate in this one!
Home & Hope has paid staff to assist the
families find employment and permanent
housing. Meg Clark, executive director, will
speak at our Feb. 12, service, and Home &
Hope will be the recipient of our Special
Offering in February. Please make checks
out to CCB and write Home & Hope on the
memo line.
Find out more here.

Registration’s open for this
summer’s Destination Science
Destination Science Summer Camp
2017 is now open! Enroll by Feb. 15 and
receive $70/week savings. Be sure to tell
a friend or two. Camp is Monday through
Friday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. for ages 5-11.
To register go to www.destinationscience.org
For more information, email info@
destinationscience.org or call 888-909-2822.
Children will create their own forts and
contraptions, make a space movie, motorize and construct a roller coaster, build a
Bot-Team, launch a rocket and see in virtual
reality. They will take home more than 20
science gizmos and gadgets from four new
STEM focused camps.
Robotic Mystery Camp — Build a
robot and see in 3D with virtual real-

ity!
Crazy Contraption and Demolition
Camp — Build, demolish, rebuild
contraptions forts and a space pod!
Coaster Science and Mad Chemistry
Camp — Construct a ride and mix
up molecules!
Journey into Space and Movie-Making
Camp — Build a Mars Rover and
be a star director!

Climate Reality Project leader
will speak at CCB on March 4
Gary White, a Climate Reality leader,
will give a slide presentation on the global
climate crisis at our church on Saturday,
March 4, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Trained by former Vice President Al
Gore and his Climate Reality Project, White

will discuss the causes of the problem, the
consequences of climate change and the
current solutions available to address the
problem.
All are invited! Tell your friends. We’ll
have child care as well.

To go to the Congregational Church of Belmont web site, click on CCB.
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CCB members join other faiths to celebrate
Martin Luther King Day of Service Jan. 16

To go to the Congregational Church of Belmont web site, click on CCB.
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CCB choirs to perform at Song Fest March 5

Peninsula Multifaith Coalition
Presents our Fourth Annual

Multi Faith Song Fest

Sunday, March 5, 2017
3-5 p.m.
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Redwood City
2124 Brewster Avenue, Redwood City, CA 94062

By Kristi Denham
The Peninsula Multifaith Coalition Annual
Songfest will be March 5
at 3 p.m. at the Unitarian
Universalists Fellowship
of Redwood City, 2124
Brewster Ave.
The CCB Sanctuary
Choir (and perhaps the
Youth Choir) will sing,
along with choirs from
the Unitarian Universalists, Trinity Baptist Church
and St. Andrews Lutheran
Church in San Mateo.
The Shinnyo-en Buddhist Taiko Drummers will
perform, and a Jewish Cantor will lead us in songs
from their tradition.
It promises to be a lovely afternoon you won’t want
to miss. We build bridges
of understanding through
music!
Bring a dessert to share
for the reception that follows and get to know our
neighbors.

Shinnyo-en Buddhist Taiko Drummers at 2015 Song Fest

The Joy of Music Unites Us!
Bring your choir, your cantor, your chants, your songs and desserts
to share and join us!
For more information or to confirm your group,
contact Rev. Kristi Denham at revkristi@aol.com
1

To go to the Congregational Church of Belmont web site, click on CCB.

Time

Description

February 2017

1

6P - 7:30P

Church Events

Bible Study

2

7:30P - 9P

Church Events

Choir Rehearsal and Youth Group

12P - 3P

Church Events

Organ Tuning

6P - 9A

Church Events

All Church Annual Meeting with potluck dinner

Wed
Thu

3

Fri

10:30A - 12:00P
5

Worship

Women's Sunday Worship

2P - 3P

Church Events

PMC Small Group planning meeting

6P - 7P

Church Events

TILC

6

7P - 9P

Off-site events

7

5:45P - 7P

Off-site events

Visit Hillcrest Juvenile Hall

8

6P - 7:30P

Church Events

Bible Study and Potluck Dinner

9

7:30P - 9P

Church Events

Choir Rehearsal and Youth Group

10

12P - 3P

Church Events

Organ Tuning

11

10A - 12P

Church Events

Letter Writing Group

9A - 10A

Church Events

Book Group "Christianity for the Rest of Us"

9A - 10A

Church Events

Trustees

Sun

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

12

Sun

10:30A - 12:00P

Worship

Peninsula Multifaith Coalition/Peninsula Temple
Sholom, Burlingame

Evolution Sunday Worship

12P

Church Events

Meg Clark, Director of Home & Hope in conversation

12P - 1P

BCE/Parlor

15

Church Events

5:30P - 7P

Off-site events

Golden Gate Association/St. John's UCC, SF.

16
17

7:30P
9P
12P - -3P

Church Events

Choir
OrganRehearsal
Tuning and Youth Group

19

10:30A - 12:00P

23

7:30P - 9P

Church Events

Choir Rehearsal and Youth Group

24

12P - 3P

Church Events

Organ Tuning

26

10:30A - 12:00P

27

7P

Congregational Church of Belmont Calendar
Wed
Thu
Fri

1 of 2

Church
Function

Sun
Thu
Fri
Sun
Mon

Worship

Worship

Church Events

February 2017

Date

http://www.huntcal.com/cal/aview/CCB/CCB?yr=2017&m=2

Worship -

Worship - Rev. Thomas Crosby, VA Chaplain to Preach
Council

2/1/17, 4:40 PM
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Come to Annual Meeting
Friday: Potluck at 6 p.m.
and meeting at 7 p.m.

Could you use some
bookcases or shelving
units to organize your
garage or storage
space or even the kids’
rooms?
Our kids are cleaning
out the Rummage
Room for another
use, and we need to
find homes for all
those shelves. Come
downstairs and claim
one or two!

March Messenger deadline will be Monday, Feb. 27
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